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"Leadership for the Sustainable Expansion of the Marine Economy"

Thursday 24 November 2022
14:00 - 18:35
Shenzhen time

13:15 - On-going

Registration of participants

14:00 - 14:30

Official opening ceremony
By government leaders and representatives of overseas senior guests.

14:30 - 15:30
Plenary 1

Increasing the role of the marine economy in China’s
economy
According to official data China's gross ocean product was more than
9 trillion yuan (about 1.41 trillion U.S. dollars) in 2021, an increase of
rose 8.3% over the previous year. This represents 8% of the country’s
GDP growth in 2021. However, this relatively small percentage does
not fully reflect the very crucial role that ocean activities - shipping,
fishing, offshore energy, coastal tourism, biotech, etc – play in the
overall economy and in the lives of people. There is no
underestimating the acceleration in the development of the blue
economy. In China as well as the global level where it is already clear
that the projection made a few years ago that the marine economy
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sector would represent amount to 3 trillion US dollars by 2030 will be
largely exceeded.
✓ What factors will drive the development of China’s marine
economy in the coming years?
✓ How to mobilize the necessary financial support – through
public and private investment and financing mechanisms – to
promote an even higher marine economic growth ?
✓ Despite the progress achieved in the last few years, China’s
marine economy development continues to face a number of
challenges. What measures to increase the role of the marine
economy in China’s overall GDP?
✓ What policies to ensure that the accelerated development of
the marine economy is not to the detriment of the ocean
environment? For instance, how to better balance the
development of fishery and marine ecological protection
15:40 - 17:10
Plenary 2

Developing Shenzhen as a global marine center
Shenzhen has been slated to become a global ocean center city. The
city has a number of great attributes and assets for becoming a major
global hub for the blue economy given its geographical location, its
long coastline, its very strong technological innovation capabilities as
a global high-tech center, its close integration in the global economy
and its academic resources. What will it take to establish Shenzhen
as a global hub for the blue economy – a landmark platform for
ocean activities and for shaping the future of the blue economy ?
✓ What priorities to increase Shenzhen’s role as a global Blue
economy hub, learning from the experience of wellestablished competitors such as Shanghai, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Hamburg, or London? What are the most
important succss factors for world's leading maritime
capitals?
✓ How to improve the city's maritime support services capacity?
What is required to improve the quantity and quality of
marine financial, legal, insurance and other relevant
professional institutions?
✓ How to create more synergies between Shenzhen’s dynamic
high-tech sector and the city’s ocean activities – thus
strengthening its position as an innovation hub, helping to
attract foreign marine high-tech companies?
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✓ What academic institutions and corporations can do to
accelerate the development of talent and R&D capabilities on
various ocean issues to establish a thought leadership the
Blue ocean economy for the city?
✓ How to position and integrate more Shenzhen in the
international network of cities and institutions that contribute
to shape the evolution of the blue economy?
17:10 - 17:30

Coffee Break

17:30 - 18:35
Plenary 3

What policies and corporate initiatives to achieve longterm sustainability and a carbon neutral ocean economy?
The 14th Five Year Plan has introduced, for the first time, the notion
of sustainability regarding marine economy. This concept has become
crucial, as a fast-expanding ocean economy means increasing
pressure on marine ecosystems already seriously deteriorated. The
dramatic increase of plastic pollution has become a major threat to
ocean ecosystems, as well as issues such as overfishing. The zero
carbon imperative is becoming even more pressing for marine
economy corporations as China is now introducing its first ESG
standards and environmental factors are becoming as important as
corporate governance ones.
✓ What actions can blue economy companies take to transform
their value chains, moving towards circular, economy business
models to help achieve long-term sustainability?
✓ How is the pressure to comply with ESG standards becoming a
major driver for companies to put a priority on sustainability
and carbon neutrality in their ocean activities?
✓ What priority actions for a Biodiversity Strategy for the
conservation and restoration of marine ecosystems?
✓ What corporate actions and government policies for
developing coastal tourism as a significant source of growth in
a context of achieving carbon neutrality for the ocean?
✓ What is needed to accelerate the development of public
awareness and involvement on the ocean sustainability issue?
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Friday 25 November 2022
08:45 - 18:00
08:00 - On-going

Registration of participants

08:45 - 10:00
Plenary 4

Towards a more effective global ocean governance
China's 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) Report has put the emphasis
on deepening China’s involvement in global ocean governance. This
goes with the priority to increase the share of marine activities in the
overall economy. What will be needed in the coming years to
strengthen China’s role as a global blue economy player and what
could reinforce the position of the country as an active participant in
global ocean governance rules-setting?
✓ How could The Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) be a source of initiatives to strengthen
ocean governance and be a driver for the sustainable
development of the blue economy in the whole region?
✓ What initiatives could be taken to improve the efficiency of
global ocean governance- especially with respect to Marine
Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction?
✓ What can be done to achieve an international agreement
against overfishing while ensuring fair revenues for the
fishermen and the fishing industry?
✓ What are the guiding elements for increased international
maritime cooperation?

10:10 - 11:15
Plenary 5

Unleashing the full business opportunities of the Greater
Bay area
The Outline Development Plan for Guangdong HK Macao Greater Bay
Area aims to transform the Pearl River Delta from the factory of the
world to a global center for high-tech manufacturing, technological
innovation, financial services, trade transport and logistics.
The nine cities plus Hong Kong and Macau comprising the Greater
Bay Area combine the assets and business proposition of providing a
strong manufacturing base, very significant high-technology
capabilities, academic and scientific resources and the attractiveness
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of global tourism and leisure centers. The whole area also benefits
from the gigantic infrastructure developments of the last few years
which have considerably reduced travel time between the different
centers of the area.
✓ How can businesses and local governments create additional
synergies to develop the region into a major center for
technology and innovation?
✓ What additional actions are needed to make of the region a
major financial services center – considering the opening up
of financial services to foreign companies?
✓ What steps to coordinate the development of a favorable
business environment between three different legal systems,
economic structures, tax systems and currencies?
✓ As the Greater Bay Area becomes even more urbanized and
connected what policies to ensure a coordinated sustainable
development of the whole region to help attract talent and
high added value activities?
✓ What new opportunities will the further integration of the
Greater Bay Area region provide to businesses?
11:25 - 12:30
Plenary 6

The technology innovations that will drive the
development of the marine economy
From Advanced Materials to Biotechnology, from sensors and
imaging to autonomous systems and big data analytics, several
disruptive technologies are beginning to have a transformational
impact on the marine economy. In many countries the scientific and
business communities are now increasing efforts to look at innovative
approaches to optimize the impact that all these technologies will
have on the development of every sector of the ocean economy. This
involves among other things a more integrated approach to
understanding the oceans; the search for technology synergies, the
need for academia and business to promote a new culture of
education and skills.
✓ How to develop collaboration and synergies between
companies and academic institutions to increase R&D in
science and technology related to the marine economy?
✓ How to leverage the contribution of innovative startups in
leveraging the potential of digitalization and big data
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technology, machine learning and AI to increase the efficiency
and productivity of the marine sector?
✓ What can be done to support academics and young
entrepreneurs in transforming technological and scientific
developments into industry-marketable products and services
in the marine sector?
✓ What are the sectors in the marine economy where new
technologies and new technology developments offer the
greatest opportunities?
12:30 - 13:30

Lunch break

13:30 - 14:35
Plenary 7

Developing a viable ocean renewable energy supply chain
The development of offshore renewable energy is steadily
accelerating as companies, utilities, and governments prepare to
meet targets for the de-carbonization of the economy. Offshore wind
development – and especially floating offshore wind - holds a great
potential, with oil and gas companies increasing their investment in
this domain. In the same way, the potential from tidal and wave
energy is just beginning to be leveraged. Technological
developments, new business models and sector consolidation are on
the verge of reshaping the global offshore renewable energy sector.
✓ How to expand floating wind farms to make them a major
part of the future of green electricity?
✓ What could be done to accelerate the development and use
of robots, A.I. and sensing technology to lessen the impact of
the expansion of offshore renewable energy on the oceans’
ecosystems?
✓ As Chinese companies accelerate the installation of offshore
wind turbines in view of the carbon neutrality goal set for
2060, how to ensure the profitability of their projects with the
end of national subsidies?
✓ What is needed to accelerate the development of
technological innovations in China’s ocean energy industry,
beyond initiatives such as the Special Funds for Marine
Renewable Energy?

14:40 - 15:45
Plenary 8

The Shipping industry facing the challenges of the “new
normal”
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The activities for the shipping industry have been radically impacted
by the disruptive impact of the Covid pandemic, the rise of
protectionism, the increase of geopolitical risks and of uncertainties
about the global economic outlook. This is leading to a rethinking of
business strategies, of modes of operation, in a “new normal”
characterized by:
• Supply chain uncertainties, creating challenges for the
industry, with logistic companies under pressure to build
more resilient supply chains;
• Health regulations and restrictions, energy and raw materials
shortages creating delays and uncertainties. No normalization
expected before the end of 2023 at best;
• Bottlenecks at shipping ports and increasing labor costs
forcing companies to review their strategy;
• Increased focus on digitization and de-carbonization with
acceleration of the search for alternatives to fossil fuels;
• New requirements for managing biofouling on international
destinations
In this context,
✓ What is needed to accelerate digitized shipping and the
adoption of internationally accepted electronic-based records
rules?
✓ How to improve the collaboration of shipping lines, terminal
operators, freight forwarders, customs, and banks to improve
the resilience and adaptability of the whole ecosystem?
✓ What kind of new initiatives and policies to accelerate the decarbonization of the industry?
✓ What is the potential of hydrogen and ammonia-based fuel ?
Where do we stand with the technology?
15:45 - 16:15

Coffee Break

16:15 - 17:30
Plenary 9

Building a global ocean culture
Although oceans represent more than 70% of our planet, are crucial
for fighting climate change and are a major source of economic
activity and food supplies, there is in general not enough public
awareness of the role oceans play in our lives, and a lack of public
knowledge of the richness and diversity of the marine environment.
80% of the ocean’s surface remains unexplored. Moving towards a
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better knowledge of the oceans and developing an ocean culture will
be crucial for fighting climate change and achieving a truly long-term
sustainable Blue economy.
✓ How to improve the marine culture of the public and better
cultivate citizens' marine awareness?
✓ What are our current capabilities to better explore the seas?
How will technology take us further in deciphering the
dynamics of the oceans?
✓ What are some of the stories and experiences in discovering
some elements of the mysteries of the oceans that will help
nurture the public interest for ocean life?
✓ More and more people want to participate in marine-related
activities, such as sailing, regattas, deep-sea expeditions, etc.
How to use this growing interest to create respect and care
for the ocean ecosystems and their importance?
17:30 - 18:00

Concluding remarks: What we take home
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